
VIOLETS 
 
BOTANICAL NAME:  Viola species 
 
WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE? Violets include 

several cool-season annuals and perennials that 
are low-growing, clump-forming plants. Most violet 
species have heart-shaped leaves. 

WHERE DOES IT LIKE TO GROW? Violets 

usually grow in colonies and can be found in a wide variety of habitats ranging from dry, rocky prairies 
to moist woodlands. These species are very shade tolerant and prefer lawns located on moist, fertile 
soils. 

WHEN DOES IT BLOOM? They typically bloom in spring (April to June). Flower colors include 

nearly white, yellow, blue and purple. 

HOW DOES IT SPREAD? All violets reproduce by seed, and perennial violets also spread by 

creeping roots and rhizomes.   

HOW DO I CONTROL IT? Maintaining a healthy grass sod by using proper lawn care practices 

will help prevent violets invasion. Unfortunately, grasses in shade areas are not as competitive 
against weeds as those in full sun. Violets are difficult to control in turfgrass areas. 

 
NON-CHEMICAL CONTROL: 
 Maintaining a healthy planting or turf area to provide 

competition will prevent weed establishment. 

 Dig small patches and reseed. 

 Prune to reduce shade. 

 Do not mow turf too short in shaded areas. 

 
CHEMICAL CONTROL: 
 There are products on the market to help control violets. The 

herbicide quinclorac is proving to be effective against violet 
species. Be certain you read all the label instructions and 
follow them carefully.  

 

Want more information? Contact:  
Kootenai County Noxious Weed Control 

10905 N. Ramsey Road 
Hayden, ID 83835 

208-446-1290 / TTY 208-446-2145 
kcnoxiousweeds@kcgov.us or www.kcweeds.com 

 

Kootenai County does not discriminate against individuals or groups on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, 
or treatment in, its public meetings, programs, or activities. Requests for assistance or accommodations can be arranged by 
contacting the Noxious Weed Control Department at (208) 446-1290 or County Administration Office TTY (208)446-2145 with 3 
days advance notice.  

http://www.kcweeds.com/

